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“Immediate Family” is defined as 

current and former spouses and 

domestic partners, adults related by 

marriage, siblings, anyone 16 or 

older who ever lived together and 

dated, parent-child relations, grand-

parent-child relations, step-parent-

child relations, guardians, foster 

parents, and custodians of minors. 

2019 Legislative Update: Seattle 

By Christopher D. Cutting, Cutting Law Office PC 

This Legislative Update contains a summary of major Seattle law changes. Several minor changes are not 

addressed by this Legislative Update. These regulations only apply if your property is located within the legal 

limits of the city.  

Ordinance 125950 the “Roommate” Bill 

The ordinance distinguishes between “tenants” and “residents” who are not tenants. A landlord may choose who 

is a resident and who is a tenant. A landlord may only restrict occupancy to (1) tenant(s), (2) the tenants’ 

immeidate family; (3) one resident, and (4) the one resident’s 

immediate family. The only limit the landlord may impose on the total 

number of occupants is any limit imposed by law. 

The tenant must report any additional occupants to the landlord within 

30 days of when they move in. The landlord may run a screening 

report on any new new occupants and may require any non-immediate 

family to either become a tenants or vacate within 45 days, but may 

not deny occupancy based on the report. 

When a tenant vacates, the landlord may allow 

“immediate family” remaining in the unit to become tenants; the landlord may screen 

them but may not deny tenancy based on the screening. The landlord may allow non-

“immediate family” remaining in the unit to become tenants and may make a decision 

based on the screening. 

Landlords residing in the same unit as their tenant or sharing a main unit and ADU and 

landlords who are required to prohibit occupancy based on federal regulations are exempt. 

Ordinance 125951 Expanded Domestic Violence Victim’s Protections 

A tenant is not liable for damage to the landlord’s property caused by a perpetrator of domestic violence, sexual 

assault, unlawful harassment, or stalking if (1) the tenant notifies the landlord in writing that someone who 

perpetrated an act of domestic violence caused the damage and (2) provides the landlord with a signed 

statement that meets certain statutory requirements from a qualified third party confirming the incident. The 

damage does not need to be caused during the act of domestic violence. The ordinance applies when the victim 

is the tenant, a family or household member, or an intimate partner. The perpetrator is not excused from 

liability. There is a reimbursement program for landlords, but reimbursement is limited to $1,000.00 and the 

landlord’s insurance must first deny the claim. 

This is a summary only and is not a substitute for individual advice from an attorney. 


